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REORGANIZATION OF THE GDR ROAD SYSTEM

Prof Dr - Eng Hans Reingruber
Minister of Transp

The Constitution ¢f 7 October 1949 of the German Democratic Republic pro-
vides 1n Article 124 that "the former Autobahnen and national highways and all
roeds serving long-distance traffic are under the administration of the repub-
lic.” fThe decree tor the reorganization of the rosd system of 10 May 1951 now
completes tha new organization of the road system. It is expected to increase
ruad-transportation perfermance and traffic safety.

The essential characteristics of the decree are as follows:

For the vhole road system, a central control is created, which is the res-
ponsibility of the Ministry of Transportation of the German Demccratic Republic ‘
or, at its orders, of the Directorate General of Motor Transportation and Road
Syatem. The classification of roads remains the same, The responsibility for
the administration, planning, and financing of road construction is regulated
anew and clearly outlined. Accordingly, the Directorate Genersl of Mctor Trans--
portation and Road System is sccountable for the administration, new construction, .
and repair of the Autobahnen and long-distance highways. The Laender are cor- 1
respondingly responsible for first- and second-class highways. The operative
execution of the tasks of the Directorate Geueral, however, is the responsibility
of the Laender which must, in regerd to the main roads (Autcbahnen and long-
distence roads), follow the directives of the Directorate Genersl. Up toa
certain point, the Directorate Gemeral can also direct the road administrations
Jf the Laender, insofar as 1t seems necessary for the maintenance of uniformity
of administration and for maintenance of the roads, regardless of the group to
which they may belong. .
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It is worthy of note that in this decree, the communal administration of
roads is mentioned. All roads vhich are not Autobahnen, Jung-distance roads,
or highways are regarded as communal roeds whose administ ration is the task of
towns and municipalities. The cities must, furthermore, take care of local
streets which are a part of long-distance highways, 1f these highways pess through
commnities of more than 50,000 inhsbitants; they must take care of local streets
which are part of first- and second-class highways, 1f there are more than
10,000 inhabitents. The decree emphasizes the central control of the road sys-
tem by the fact that the goveruments of the Laender and of the towns and municipa-
1ities are subject to technical inmstructions of the Directorate General.

Through this decree, the basic thought is expressed that those roads which
are of special importance to heavy or rapid long-distance traffic are administered
according to central directives and instructioms, and thaet, on the other hand,
the legs important roads are largely the responsibility of the local administra-
tions of those communities which are principally served by the traffic on these
roads. Only in basic technicel questions are they subject to the Directorate
General.

The new uniform organization brings with it a saving of more than 12 per-
cent in personnel. The decrease in the number of jobs provided in the table of
organization is achieved principally by decreasing the number of jobs in the old
highway-engineering bureaus. A further decrease is to result from g'ving up svb-
sidiary activities “hich (o not necessarily belong <o road administration. For
instance, the highway caretakers need no longer carry out any fruit-tree care or
any public works For the first time, too, the guestion of improvement and new
congtructicn of roads is reguiated in & uniform way: in matters of Land planniug,
it is handled in croperation with the Ministry for Reconstruction or the Main De-
partmént for Recomstruction of the Land gevernment (Landesregierung) .

Decisione concerning the planning and necessity of improvement of local
thrcugh atreets in the larger commurities will be made on the basis of the Law
Concerning Reconstructicn of Ctties in the German Democratic Republic.

The sdministratisn of these local sireets is in the hands cf the communities.
Altogether, 25 cities have veen entrusted with the administraticm of the local
through secticns of long-distance highways. “nder the previous regulation, 207
communities had been responsible for the local through sections of national high-
ways. The fact that small ccmmunities are, however, not in a pesition to main-
tain local through sections of such important highways with their own road ad-
micistrations makes it appear inexpedient any longer to burden the smaller com-
munities with this responsibility.

The goverument decree places mamy new tasks on the road system. Besides the
creation of a new detailed structure for the administrative orgenization, the \
present classification of roads must be checked to see whether it corresponds
to the present demands. New uniform bases for comnstruction, malntenance, and ad-
ministration of roads must be workedout. In this connection the stricter personel
responsibility of the branch offices charged with mainteining traffic safety on
the highways will have to be especially emphasized; also in this connection, the
assignment of highwey sections to each highway caretaker will bave to be done unot
according to some schematic plam, but rather according to the nature of the high-
wdy (grade and curvature conditions, width, etc.).

A new highway and road regulation is to be issued in 195L. Many old regula-
tions of Nazl legislation, need to be canceled, revorked, or readjusted accord-
ing to present conditions.
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